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GENERAL COMMENTS

Congratulations on writing and
submitting a MA dissertation. You should be very 
proud of what you have
achieved. You chose an important topic for your
dissertation exploring how gender stereotypes 
and norms are both reinforced and
challenged in lipstick advertising campaigns 
across Western and Asian contexts,
focusing on the role of CCIs in shaping societal 
perceptions of gender. Through
a comparative analysis, you examines the 
intersection of media representation,
gender inequality, and the commodification of 
femininity and masculinity in
contemporary advertising.

 

Structure and Argument

 

Your dissertation presents a robust
comparative analysis of how gender stereotypes 
and norms are both adopted and
challenged in lipstick advertising campaigns 
across Western and Asian contexts,
highlighting the important role of CCIs in shaping 
and reflecting societal
values. In your acknowledgement, you effectively 
acknowledge your subject
position, which adds a powerful and passionate 
rationale to the research,
grounded in personal experience of gender 
inequality. The introduction is
strong, clearly outlining the global significance 
and development of CCIs, and
providing an overview of gender representations 
within these industries. Your
analysis of the dual role of lipstick campaigns, 
representing both empowerment
and subjugation, forms a compelling rationale for 
your research, linking media
representation of gender to wider societal 
impacts, such as workplace gender
inequality. Your research questions are focused, 
clear, and well-articulated,



driving the investigation forward with precision. 
You build your argument with
evidence and reach a strong conclusion.

 

Knowledge and Understanding

 

You demonstrate an excellent knowledge
of the research landscape, identifying a gap in the 
literature on gender
representation in media that often overlooks the 
Asian perspective. Your
comparative study fills this gap, particularly 
through its focus on male
lipstick advertising from a media studies 
perspective, rather than just from a
queer studies framework. The interdisciplinary 
approach you employ, engaging
with gender studies, media studies, and cultural 
studies, is essential for a
study of this nature in CCIs. Your use of Butler’s 
theory of gender
performativity is an effective choice as a 
theoretical framework, allowing you
to delve deeply into how gender roles are 
communicated through lipstick
advertising. You introduce important concepts 
such as ‘Femvertising’ and
‘Lipstick Feminism’ that enhance your theoretical 
analysis. Your methodology,
including case studies and semiotic analysis of 
advertisements, is thoughtfully
chosen and well-articulated. 

 

The case studies are analysed with
criticality and attention to details manifesting the 
good understanding and
application of semiotic analysis. However, the 
engagement with
intersectionality could be deepened—while you 
explore gender fluidity, a more
critical analysis of how diversity is signified would 
add nuance to your
argument - does simply including an ethnically 
diverse woman in the same
campaign signify diversity? You offer a fascinating 
analysis of the South
Korean and Chinese context and the 
commodification of the ‘idol’ and ‘flower



boy’ as a way to sell an illusion of gender fluidity 
while in reality
maintaining a patriarchal structure. Nonetheless, 
these gender transformative
gender portrayals are definitely redefining 
masculine ideals. Here would have
been an ideal place to engage with Butler’s 
gender performativity more and try
to apply some of her thought to the analysis. 

 

 

Use of Sources

 

Your dissertation is well-researched,
drawing on an extensive body of literature that 
spans feminism, gender in
media, and CCIs. The analysis of how advertising 
commodifies gender norms and
symbols like lipstick, balancing between 
empowerment and sexualisation, is
particularly insightful. In a few instances, ensure 
that when paraphrasing
content from sources, you avoid reproducing 
phrases too closely to the
original. If a direct quotation is necessary, use 
quotation marks to ensure
accurate referencing. The list of figures is well-
referenced and greatly
enhances the reader’s understanding of key points
in your argument.

 

Style and Presentation

 

Your dissertation is written in a clear,
accessible style, making it easy for the reader to 
follow your argument. The
organisation of the dissertation is excellent, and 
the use of subheadings
contributes significantly to the clarity and flow of 
your argument. The list of
contents reflects a high level of thoughtfulness 
and organisation, and the use
of visual aids, such as screenshots, strengthens 
your points by providing clear



visual examples that complement your textual 
analysis.
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